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State of the steppe marmot populations (Marmota bobak Mull., 1776) in the Kharkiv province on the beginning of the 

XXI century. —V. Tokarsky. In the past marmots in the European parts of Russia and Ukraine were simply landscape 

animals but a large-scale cultivation of steppe virgin lands resulted in a sharp decrease of their number. At the beginning 

of the 20th century the European bobac are the European subspecies of the steppe marmot was on the verge of disappear-

ance but due to the protection measures taken it appears non to be the only subspecies among the European marmots the 

number and the range of which have increased in recent years. 
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