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Harvest mouse (Micromys minutus) in the Kharkiv province. — Naglov V., Tkach G. — Results 
of the analysis of habitat preference of harvest mouse in Kharkiv province based on data of 1967–2004 
years are presented. It inhabits predominantly flood-plains. In winter it concentrates in haystacks. The 
peculiarities of its reproduction, seasonal and many-year dynamics are revealed. The harvest-mouse 
breeds from March to November. Maximum number of harvest-mouse was found from October to No-
vember.
Key words: harvest mouse, habitat preference, reproduction, dynamics of number, Ukraine. 
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Table 1. Harvest mouse´s habitat preference and its position among small mammals in the Kharkiv region 

 (%) -
-

-
-

 –0,930 0,008±0,002 0,06±0,016 11 
 +0,938 0,280±0,011 2,56±0,100 8 

 –1,000 0,00 0,00 – 
 –0,769 0,018±0,008 0,15±0,070 9 

 –0,814 0,012±0,003 0,15±0,030 9–10 
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Fig.1. Harvest mouse´s habitat 
preference in river flood-lards: 1 
– flood plain, 2 – odder thickets, 
3 – forest lakesides, 4 – meadow 
lakesides, 5 – mowing mead-
ows, 6 – fields of kitchen gar-
dens, 7 – forest-bushes flood 
plain small river, 8 – meadow 
flood plain small river 
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Fig.1. Harvest mouse´s percent 
hit to traps in all river flood- 
lands: 1 – flood plain, 2 – odder 
thickets, 3 – forest lakesides, 4 
– meadow lakesides, 5 – mow-
ing meadows, 6 – fields of 
kitchen gardens, 7 – forest-
bushes flood plain small river, 8 
– meadow flood plain small 
river
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Table 2. Distribution of harvest mouse female number in dependence on the embryos number in Kharkiv re-
gion (summarize for 1954–2005 years) 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 – – – – 1 – – – – 1 6 

 – – 1 – 2 – – – – 3 16 
 – – 2 1 – 2 – 1 – 6 36 

 – – – – 1 – – 1 1 3 25 
 – – – – 1 1 5 – – 7 53 

 – 2 2 5 3 6 4 – – 22 131 
 – – 2 1 2 1 – 1 – 7 41 

 1 – 1 1 – 1 – – – 4 18 
 – –  1 1 – – – – 2 11 

 1 2 8 9 11 11 9 3 1 55 337 
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Fig. 3. Seasonal dynamics of 
harvest mouse in the river 
flood-lands.
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Fig. 4. Long-year dynamic of 
harvest mouse abundance in the 
Kharkiv province. 
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