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Inclination to synanthropy of the common hamster (Cricetus cricetus) based on investigations in the 
Crimea. — Tovpinets M.1, Evstafiev I.1, Karaseva E.2 — Data on forming of special adaptations in the 
common hamster (Cricetus cricetus) for living in built-up areas are considered based on results of investiga-
tions in the Crimea. Certain adaptive mechanisms of behavior and ecology of the common hamster promoting 
synathropization of the species were ascertained. It’s found that hamsters habiting in borders of human settle-
ments, independently of their size and character of building, may stably inhabit both not built up areas and 
buildings with adjacent to them front and vegetables gardens. It’s also found that as a result of mastering of ca-
pability for living in cities and other built up areas the species is able, in particular in borders of urbocoenosis, 
to increase its number sharply and to keep it up for a long time. 
Key words: common hamster, synantropization, Crimea. 
Address: Crimean sanitary-epidemiological station, 67 Naberezhnaya str., Simferopol, 95034, AR Krym,
Ukraine, E-mail: niko_tovp@mail.ru , igor_evstafev@mail.ru.
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