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Changes in age structure of populations of two species of forest rodents during a long-term dynamics of 
number. — yakushko S., Stepanenko M. — Reorganization mechanisms of age structure of populations of
bank vole and yellow-necked mouse were assayed. At the base of separation of interpopulation functional and 
physiological communities their share into changes of numbers of populations was determined and compared.
For bank vole the prevalence of this year animals, which don't breed in year of their birth, in conditions of de-
pression was found. This causes a decrease of their mortality; as well this enables a population to restore its
number in the next year. Age structure of population of yellow-necked mouse, in comparison with bank vole’s 
one, is less labile because of longer individual lifetime, slower maturing and lower temps of realization of a
breeding potential. 
Key words: age structure, populations, long-term dynamics of number, forest rodents. 
Address: Department of Zoology, Biological Faculty, Volodymyrska Str. 60, Kyiv, 01033, Ukraine. E-mail:
stanislavm@pisem.net.
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glareolus Schreber, 1780; = Clethrionomys glareolus auct.)  (Sylvaemus tauricus
Pallas, 1811; = Apodemus flavicollis auct.) .
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