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Russian Desman in the Donets Basin: state of lands, factors of extinction and prospects of reha-
bilitation of populations. — Zagorodniuk I., Kondratenko O. — History of extinction and possibili-
ties of rehabilitation of desman population in floodplain lakes of Donets Basin are considered. Review 
includes information about former desman distribution in Ukraine and region, description of the river 
and floodplain lakes, history of species investigations and protection in region, factors of risk and nec-
essary actions for protection of species. Results of floodplain inspection in 2001 and results of resident 
inquiry about findings of desman in the region are presented and analyzed. Descriptions of modern 
state of formed desman lands are given. Recommendations for rehabilitation of desman population in 
Donets Basin are presented. 
Key words: Russian desman, populations, extinction, action plan, Siversky Donets, Ukraine. 
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, 1956, ). Fig. 1. Range of Desman in Ukraine and its differentiation into 3 geographi-
cal units: 1) Dnipro, 2) Sejm, and 3) Donets sector. Records of different time are marked by different signs and 
given after Abelentsev & Pidoplichko (1951), with additions. 
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. ,  — ). ,

, . [Fig 2. Largest floodplain lakes of the Kreminna 
section of the Siverski Donets river, where the Desman farm was organised in the middle of 20 century]. 
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 1. 
[Estimation of the quality of floodplain lakes as possible habitats of Desmana]

  1–size 2–bank 3–plan 4–surf 5–zool 6–hydr 7–expr 
 « » ( . )     

1 « » 80x30 2 4 3 4 3 3 
2 « » 3–4 ha 4 1–2 1 3 4 4–5 
3 « » 200x30 2 4 3–4 2–3 3 3–4 
4 « » 100x20 4 <1 1–2 3 3 3 
5 « » 50x30 3 2 2–3 3–4 >3 4 
6 « » 200x20 3–4 4 3 3–4 3–4 4 

 « » ( . )     
7  400x50 4 4–5 2–3 4 4 5 
8  70x40 3 5 3–4 3–4 2–3 2–3 
9  2000x70 4 4–5 3 5 5 5 
10  100x40 1–2 5 3–4 3–4 2 2–3 
11  150x50 1 5 1–3 3 5 3 

 ( - )     
12  300x50 4 3–4 2–3 5 3 5 
13  100x30 4 4 3–4 4 5 4 
14  1300x60 5 3 2–3 5 5 5 
15  600x50 4 3–4 3 5 5 5 
16  400x40 5 3 2–3 5 5 5 

 ( - )     
17 –1 100x30 3 4 1–2 2–3 3 3 
18 –2 60x10 2 4 3 2–3 3 2 
19  600x30 3 1–2 1–2 1–2 1 1–2 

 ( - )     
20 –1 80x50 2 1 0–1 2 3 2 
21 –2 2000x40 3–4 3 2–3 4 4 4 
22 –1 150x40 3 5 3–4 3–4 3 3 
23 –2 100x20 2 3 3 3–4 3 4 

 ( - )     
24  4000x100 3 3 2 4–5 4 4–5 
25 –1 60x20 2 4 3 4 4 3 
26 –2 400x30 3 4 2–3 4 4 3 

 ( . - )     
27  150x40 4 3 0–2 2–3 2–3 3 
28  50x20 4 4 4–5 5 2 3 
29  60x20 5 0–1 0–1 2 2–3 2 
30 * 50x6 4 3 2 2–3 3 3 

*  — .
 ( ). 
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. 3.  7 , , -
.  —  « ’ » ,  — -

 « » . [Fig. 3. Correlation of 7 parameters using for estimation of quality of lakes that 
are perspective in searching and/or reintroduction of Desmana in the floodplain of Siverski Donets]. 
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 3. 
[Dynamics of Desmana population number in the Donets basin during the 20 century] 
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