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Peculiarities of diet of the long-eared owl (Asio otus) in the Donets-and-Don and Azov steppes. — 
Kondratenko O., Kuznetsov V., Timoshenkov V. — On the base of analysis that contain 340 pellets, 
collected on the territory of the Donets-Don and North Azov steppes, peculiarities of the nourishment 
of Asio otus in the explored region are collected, and the role of 11 species of mammals and 3 species 
of birds in the nourishment of Asio otus in different seasons of the year is analyzed. Comparative data 
about the likeness and the difference in the nourishment of this species of owls from different areas of 
explored region are given. 
Key words: mammals, owl pellets, steppe zone, Ukraine. 
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 1. Asio otus -

, 65 * , 150 
,

125  * 
. % . % . % . % 

Crocidura suaveolens – – 4 1,26 1 0,29 5 0,63 
Microtus rossiaemeridionalis 98 72,05 11 3,48 222 65,1 331 41,74 
Lagurus lagurus 1 0,73 2 0,63 4 1,17 7 0,88 
Myodes glareolus 3 2,20 – – 27 7,91 30 3,79 
Cricetulus migratorius 8 5,88 88 27,84 15 4,40 111 14,0 
Sylvaemus sylvaticus – – 2 0,63 – – 2 0,25 
Sylvaemus uralensis 2 1,47 – – 3 0,87 5 0,63 
Sylvaemus arianus – – 58 18,35 – – 58 7,31 
Mus musculus 4 2,94 57 18,03 36 10,55 97 12,23 
Mus spicilegus 2 1,47 82 25,94 30 8,79 114 14,37 
Sicista severtzovi + strandi 18 13,23 – – – – 18 2,26 
Alaudidae sp. – – 9 2,84 3 0,87 12 1,51 
Passer domestica – – 2 0,63 – – 2 0,25 
Parus major – – 1 0,31 – – 1 0,12 

 (  — 14) 136 100,0 316 100,0 341 100,0 793 100,0 

*  (47  « »  101 ) -
 ( , , 1999). — . .

Microtus “arvalis” -
, rossiaemeridionalis, obscurus  socialis.

M. obscurus M. socialis -
 — M. rossiaemeridionalis.

 778  11 ,  15  3-
 ( . 1). , , : -

 (Mammalia) — Crocidura suaveolens — 0,014 , Microtus rossiaemeridionalis — 0,97, 
Lagurus lagurus — 0,02, Myodes glareolus — 0,09, Cricetulus migratorius — 0,32, Sylvaemus
sylvaticus — 0,005, S. uralensis — 0,014, S. arianus — 0,17, Mus musculus — 0,28, M. spicilegus
— 0,33, Sicista sp. — 0,05.  (Aves) : Alaudidae sp. — 0,03 ,
Passer domestica — 0,005, Parus major — 0, 002 . ,  2,33 

 1 .
 « »  65  136 

,  2,09 . -
 8 ,  1,5 M. rossiaemeridionalis,

0,015 — L. lagurus, 0,05 — M. glareolus, 0,12 — C. migratorius, 0,03 — S. uralensis, 0,06 — 
M. musculus, 0,03 — M. spicilegus, 0,28 — Sicista sp. -

 (C. suaveolens, S. sylvaticus, S. arianus) .
.  125  316 -

,  2,73 .
,  1 ,

. : C. suaveolens — 0,008, M. rossiaemeridionalis –1,78, L. lagurus — 
0,032, M. glareolus — 0,21, C. migratorius — 0,12, S. uralensis — 0,024, M. musculus — 0,3, 
M. spicilegus — 0,24; : Alaudidae sp. — 0,024. , S. sylvaticus, S. arianus (

) P. domestica, P. major ( ), .
 « »,  150 

 341 ,  2,1 .
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8 ,  — 3 .  0,026 C. suaveolens,
0,073 — M. rossiaemeridionalis, 0,013 — L. lagurus, 0,58 — C. migratorius, 0,013 — S. syl-
vaticus, 0,4 — S. arianus, 0,38 — M. musculus, 0,54 — M. spicilegus, 0,06 — Alaudidae sp., 0,013 
— P. domestica, 0,006 — P. major. , S. uralensis, M. glareolus
Sicista sp., .

     -
, . . -
 ( - ), Asio otus Micro-

tus rossiaemeridionalis (  72 %). -
 3,48 %, Cricetulus migratorius, ,  — 27,84 %, 

 4,39–5,88 % - .
Sicista sp. ( ), M. musculus ( . . ) -

M. spicilegus ( ) - . -
Sylvaemus arianus (18,35 %) — ,  7,31 % -

, - .
,

 (Aves)  (Sicista) — -
, Mus  (  31,6 %) 

 (2,2 %). 
. . . .  (1998) 

« » ( ),  102  240  micro-
mammalia 5 : C. suaveolens — 2 , S. arianus — 7, M. spicilegus — 103, M. rossi-
aemeridionalis — 99 C. migratorius — 29 .  0,83 %, 
2,91 %, 42,91 %, 41,25 %  12,08 %, 

. ,
 « »  « -

», Mus spicilegus Cricetulus migratorius, -
Sylvaemus arianus, .

,  1, 
 — , -

,  7–10 %,  , -
 4–5 %. 

: Mus spicilegus, Microtus rossiaemeridionalis, Cricetulus migratorius, Mus musculus,
Sylvaemus arianus. -
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