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FOREWORD

Russian Desman is a relic of Ukrainian fauna. Abundant in the past, this 
species has become one of the most rare mammals during few last decades. This 
species was included into the Red Data Book of Ukraine as well as Appendix II of 
the Bern Convention. Recommendation No. 48 of the Standing Committee of the 
Bern Convention encourages the Range Sates to undertake proper measures for 
protection and study of the species.  

In spite of assigning the conservation status, introductions of this species in 
new areas, reservation of some nature territories, and prohibition of some forms of 
nature exploitation, the populations of Desmana have been continuously declined 
in many regions. Today, it is difficulty to identify at least one safe Desman popula-
tion. Peripheral populations show especially negative processes and in the territory 
of Ukraine in particular. 

In Ukraine, the main habitat of the species is floodplain lakes the middle 
flow of the Siversky Donets river and some adjacent areas of the river basin. Just 
here, in the beginning of the 20th century, there were established the Desmanian 
farm and the Lugansk Nature Reserve. However, no new information about Des-
man in the Donets has appeared during last decades.  

In 1998, the authors of that book has started the collection of the data on the 
natural history of Desman in the Donets basin, including analysis of literature, 
questioning of residents, and estimation of quality of recent Desman habitats. In 
the year 2001, the scientists of Institute of Zoology and Lugansk Natural Reserve 
had organised the expedition in the Donets floodplain. Its main goal was study of 
floodplain lakes, questioning of residents about recent records of the species and 
analysis of prospects on rehabilitation of Desman in the Donets Basin. 

Let us thank the participants of the project and authors of this issue for de-
tailed study of natural history of Desmana in the Donets Basin and collection of 
unique information on declining rate of Desmana population as well as changes of 
Desman habitats in the Donets Basin. 

Volodymyr Domashlinets, Head of Fauna Division, Department of bioresources,  
Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources of Ukraine


