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Desmana moschata B 6aceliHi CiBepcbkoro iHus
KuiB: YkpaiHcbke TepionoriyHe ToBapucTeo, 2002

INHEPEIMOBA

Xoxyns pycbka — penikT ¢ayHn Ykpainu. Komwck moBomi 4HCIeHHHH,
el BUJ TPOTATOM KiTBKOX OCTaHHIX JACCATHIIITH CTAB OJHHUM i3 HAHPIAKICHIIIHX
ccaBuiB. Llei Buy Bkiroueno o YepBonoi kuuru Ykpainu i logatky |l no bepn-
cpKoi konBeHIIii. Pexomennanist Ne 48 IlocriitHoro komitery bepHcbkoi KOHBEHIIIT
320X0UYe€ JCPIKaBU apeally BKUTH HAJIC)KHUX 3aXO[IIB 1010 OXOPOHU 1 TOCIIIKCH-
HSI IOTO BUJY TBapHH.

Hespaxkatoun Ha HaJaHHS OXOPOHHOTO CTATYCy, Ha IIEPECEICHHS BUIY B
HOBI MICIIsI, CTBOPEHHS 3aII0BITHHUX IUITHOK i 3a00pOHY OKpeMHX (OpM IPHUPOJIO-
KOPHUCTYBaHHS, MIOTOYHUH CTaH MOIYJIAIIN X0Xyli B 0araTh0X perioHax MpoJIoB-
Kye moripuryBatucs. ChOTOAHI CKJIaHO Ha3BaTH 00Jail OIHY OJIATONONYYHY IT0-
myJsifo Xoxyii. Oco0IMBo SICKpaBO HETATHBHI MPOILECH MPOSBISIOTECS Y TEPH-
(epiHIX TOMYJIAIIsIX, 30KpeMa, Ha TepuTopii YKpaiau.

B Vkpaini 0CHOBHHM OCepeIKOM MOMIHPEHHS BUIY € 3aIlIaBHI 03epa cepe-
nHbo1 Tedii Ciepebkoro JIiHI Ta AesKi CyMDKHI JUISHKH JOHELKOTo OaceiHy.
Came TyT Ha mouatky XX cT. OyJM CTBOpEHI X0XyJieBe rocrnoaapctso 1 Jlyrance-
KW IpUpOaHUi 3anoBiaHuK. [IpoTe 3a OcTaHHI AECATUIITTS HOBa iH(OpPMAILisS PO
XOXyJito B Oaceiini J{iHus mMaiike He 3°sBIsuiacs.

VY 1998 poky aBTOpamMu IIOTO 3BEJACHHS PO3IOYaro 30ip JaHUX HpO IMpH-
poaHy icTopito Xoxyii Ha JIiHIi, [0 BKIIOYA€E aHani3 JiTepaTypH, ONMUTYBaHHS
MEIIKAHIIB 1 OLIHKY SIKOCTI KOJMIIHIX XOXyieBux yrigs. ¥ 2001 poui 300moru
Inctutyty 300m0rii HAHY Ta JlyraHchKOro MPHPOTHOTO 3aMOBIIHUKA 3MIHCHUIN
ekcrienuio B 3amnaBy Jlinmd. Ii roJoBHOIO METOI0 CTano 06CTEKEHHS 3aIIaBHUX
03€ep, ONUTYBAHHS PE3UICHTIB PO KOJIUIIHI 3HAXIJKK BUAY Ta OL[IHKA NEPCIIEKTHB
BIZTHOBJICHHSI TTOITYJISIIN BUIy y Oaceiini JliHis.

Jl03BOJIBTE BUCIIOBHUTH IOJSKY BHKOHABIIIM IIPOEKTY 1 aBTOpaM LOTO 3Be-
JIEHHS 3a JeTallbHEe TOCITIHKeHHS MPUPOIHOI icTopii Xoxymi Ha JliHIl Ta y3araib-
HEHHs YHIKaNbHOI iH(pOopMaIii Ipo TeMITH peayKIlii MOyl XOXyJI Ta MacIiTa-
Ou 3MiHH YMOB IXHBOTO iCHyBaHHA Ha J[iHIIi.

Bonooumup Jomawnineys, nauanshuk 8iooiny meapunnoz2o ceimy Ynpaeninus
biopecypcie Minicmepcmea exonoeii ma npupoonux pecypcie Ykpaitu

Russian Desman in the Siversky Donets Basin
Kyiv: Ukrainian Theriological Society, 2002

FOREWORD

Russian Desman is a relic of Ukrainian fauna. Abundant in the past, this
species has become one of the most rare mammals during few last decades. This
species was included into the Red Data Book of Ukraine as well as Appendix 11 of
the Bern Convention. Recommendation No. 48 of the Standing Committee of the
Bern Convention encourages the Range Sates to undertake proper measures for
protection and study of the species.

In spite of assigning the conservation status, introductions of this species in
new areas, reservation of some nature territories, and prohibition of some forms of
nature exploitation, the populations of Desmana have been continuously declined
in many regions. Today, it is difficulty to identify at least one safe Desman popula-
tion. Peripheral populations show especially negative processes and in the territory
of Ukraine in particular.

In Ukraine, the main habitat of the species is floodplain lakes the middle
flow of the Siversky Donets river and some adjacent areas of the river basin. Just
here, in the beginning of the 20" century, there were established the Desmanian
farm and the Lugansk Nature Reserve. However, no new information about Des-
man in the Donets has appeared_during last decades.

In 1998, the authors of that book has started the collection of the data on the
natural history of Desman in the Donets basin, including analysis of literature,
questioning of residents, and estimation of quality of recent Desman habitats. In
the year 2001, the scientists of Institute of Zoology and Lugansk Natural Reserve
had organised the expedition in the Donets floodplain. Its main goal was study of
floodplain lakes, questioning of residents about recent records of the species and
analysis of prospects on rehabilitation of Desman in the Donets Basin.

Let us thank the participants of the project and authors of this issue for de-
tailed study of natural history of Desmana in the Donets Basin and collection of
unique information on declining rate of Desmana population as well as changes of
Desman habitats in the Donets Basin.

Volodymyr Domashlinets, Head of Fauna Division, Department of bioresources,
Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources of Ukraine



