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Aspects feeding activity of bats, as one of the most influential deterrents
regarding outbreaks of many species of forest phytophagous insects considered.
According to the analysis of scientific publications, found that among the forage
objects bats European fauna mentioned more than 520 species - representatives of
13 orders of the insects, of which 157 species (30 %) are dangerous for forest
plantations, capable of mass reproduction. It was established experimentally that the
daily food (energy) needs of bats are on average 3–15 kcal per day. It was found that
during the warm year period, representatives of a small colony of bats (20 species)
are able to consume from 40 thousand to 180 thousand phytophagous insects that
can damage forest stands.

Bats, Chiroptera, forestry importance, phytophagous insects.


