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Special issue of the Ukrainian Theriological Bulletin deals with investigations of migration 
status of bats. History and present state of investigations and methods of investigations are 
analysed, including comparison of seasonal aspects of fauna and of species geographical 
ranges, individual marking of animals, analysis of phenology etc. Descriptions of migration 
status of taxonomic and ecological groups are given. Based on results of questionnaires of 
colleagues, detailed descriptions of regional bat faunas are presented. Detail analysis of 
phenological data obtained from the collections of zoological museums is given. General 
review of migration status of the bats from Ukraine are prepared, including the rating of bat 
species by their migrant activity, analysis of migrant ways and some other peculiarities. 
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In memory of Boris Popov 

FOREWORD

2001 is an important year in the history of chiropterology in Ukraine. 60 
years ago, the first special article on bat migration was published by Boris Popov, 
one of the most famous hiropterologists in Ukraine. This year also we celebrate the 
10th anniversary of the Agreement on the Conservation of Bats in Europe (Ukraine 
is a Party to the Agreement since 1999) and, in commemoration of that event, the 
year 2001 was proclaimed by UNEP as an International Year of the Bat. 

Bats are the only mammal group with expressed seasonal dynamics of popu-
lations. For this group, complex diurnal migrations and essential changes in the geo-
graphical ranges during years are characterised also. Bats have became very rare 
animals, and data on the dynamics of their populations is a basis for the develop-
ment of effective measures for their monitoring and protection. 

In Ukraine, bat migrations is one of the least studied topics. The bright flash 
of the bat ringing activities that had being taken place from the time of the Boris 
Popov's works up to activities of Vasyl Abelentsev, Kostjantyn Tatarynov, and Julij 
Krochko, has not resulted in detailed analysis of the bat fauna dynamics itself. To 
some extent, it is the main purpose of this book. We hope this issue of the Bulletin 
will become a start-point for the follow-up of such investigations. 

On behalf of the authors of the issue, we are expressing many thanks to all 
colleagues, who contributed in successful development of bat investigations and in 
preparing of this issue: Centre of Chiropterological Information PAS and Tomasz 
Postawa personally, Council of the Ukrainian Theriological Society and Prof. Igor 
Emelyanov personally, Ukrainian Ringing Centre and Anatolij Poluda personally, 
the Office of the Agricultural Counsellor at the Royal Netherlands Embassy in Kyiv 
and Mariëlle Kampes and Ellen van de Vrugt personally. 

Igor Zagorodniuk, Head of the Ukrainian Centre for Bat Protection (UCEBA),  
Volodymyr Domashlinets, Head of Fauna Division, Bioresources Department,
Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources of Ukraine. 
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